Thank you for sharing your second workshop submission with the class.  I appreciate all of the detail that you include in “The Successful Woman,” such as the “2016 Cadillac XTS” that Annalisa drives, the “sky blue” color of her scrubs, and the “tall and learn frame” of the “male nurse assistant.”  I also enjoy the openness of the ending of this story, which leaves the reader wondering if the kiss that she and the nurse shared will lead to “a serious relationship that may lead to marriage.”  

As I read “The Successful Woman,” I was curious about why Annalisa thinks that her name is “probably the etiology of her problems.”  I was also curious about why “her name was known everywhere” and what makes her so “heroic,” as well as why she is so eager to attract a man if she thinks that they are all “weak and want to go for vulnerable women.”  In other words, wouldn’t a woman with such a low opinion of men prefer to just be single?  Along similar lines, where did she learn these negative ideas about men?  Finally, if “her dressing mirror reaffirmed her beauty each day,” then why does she feel that she looks “terrible and ugly” without makeup?  When you revise this story, I hope you will consider developing this character further, especially in ways that answer some of these questions.

I read “College Life” as a piece of life writing. I appreciate that you portray being a college student in such a complex way in this piece, and how you explore the different layers of this experience and the challenges that they pose.  However, the end of this piece seems somewhat sudden to me, and I do not really understand why the piece concludes with a statement about how expensive and dangerous partying can be.  My sense is that much of this piece is about how difficult it can be to navigate one’s relationships (with parents, siblings, friends, roommates, and boyfriends) as a college student.  So, I hope you will consider developing this theme more throughout the piece, and that you will experiment with other possible endings that reflect upon this theme further.  Along similar lines, I recommend focusing on a particular moment that illustrates the points that you are trying to make.  For example, you could describe a specific moment when you felt a strong bond with your roommate, or a particular occasion when you experienced homesickness.  

I hope you find this feedback helpful, and look forward to reading your revisions.  In the meantime, feel free to contact me with questions.
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